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Instructional & Curricular Philosophy
The curriculum and instruction of the Brecksville Broadview Heights City School District
will provide an educational program to assist all students to realize their potential to make
a positive impact as contributing members of a global society. Both the curriculum and the
instructional process reflect that each student is a unique individual and learner.

Students are prepared for their futures through strong curriculum and instructional
practices instilling the competencies of Emotionally-Prepared, Future-Ready,
Globally-Responsible, and Self-Reliant. In addition, all learners understand the outcomes of
Always Improving, Stronger Together, and Leave a Legacy stated in the district's culture
playbook. Additionally, the curriculum and instruction aims to achieve with all learners the
Culture Playbook outcomes Always Improving, Stronger Together and Leave a Legacy.

Students are at the center of all we do in the Brecksville Broadview Heights City School
District. We practice standards-driven curriculum and instruction in all content areas:

● We anchor all learning in Ohio’s learning standards.

● We utilize data-driven, evidence-based instruction and decision making.

● We utilize assessments directly aligned to Ohio’s learning standards to collect data
on student growth and mastery, adjusting and adapting instruction to meet the
learning needs of all students.

● We foster a culture of continuous growth in learning for both students and staff.

● We believe that learning is a lifelong pursuit and that everyone has the capacity to
grow and continually learn.

● We provide supportive learning environments that encourage active engagement,
curiosity, exploration, and rigorous levels of learning.
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Teammates in Creativity

District Overview of Content

Ohio’s Visual Arts standards provide a framework that allows all students to understand
and develop skills to create and critique visual art.

Through discovery, inquiry, analysis and application, the standards promote:
● critical thinking,
● personal expression and creativity,
● collaboration and communication skills, and interdisciplinary connections,
● use of technology as a tool for artistic expression,
● appreciation for diversity of visual art,
● understanding the value and role of visual art in society.

A high-quality visual art education provides a unique set of learning experiences for
students. The following illustrates the guiding principles of a visual art curriculum.

● Exercise and develop creativity as an essential intellectual activity.
● Create and collaborate with peers to develop leadership and team-building skills.
● Engage with visual art in a thoughtful, knowledgeable and ethically responsible

way.
● Practice self-discipline, problem-solving and innovation skills through varied art

experiences.
Ohio’s Learning Standards for Visual Arts Standards overview is copied from Ohio’s DEW

Specific Grade Level Overview

Teammates in Creativity is an inclusive art course where neurotypical students partner
one-on-one with students with exceptionalities to create artwork in a supportive and
creative environment. Students collaborate on art projects, fostering social skills, building
positive relationships, and enhancing their art awareness. The emphasis is placed on the
value of the creative process, where both students gain insight into different perspectives,
improve communication skills, and learn that the journey of creation is just as important
as the final product. Students will leave with enriched experiences, stronger social
interactions, and a deeper understanding of art as a medium for empowerment and
connection.

Materials

Various artmaking materials
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Assessments

Formative Assessment

Peer Collaboration
Journals Students will maintain a reflective journal that documents their experiences

collaborating with peers with exceptionalities. This journal will include insights
on communication strategies, challenges encountered, and skills developed during
the collaboration process. Journals will be reviewed bi-weekly to monitor progress
and growth.

Class Participation and
Engagement

Active monitoring of student participation will occur during group activities and
discussions. This assessment focuses on each student's level of engagement,
contributions to conversations, and their readiness to support their peers.
Continuous observation throughout the course will provide insights into each
student’s collaborative efforts.

Summative Assessment

Partner Art Project
Presentation

Students will present their partner's art project created during the semester. This
presentation will involve curating a personalized display of the artwork, along
with articulating their partner's creative process, artistic choices, and the meaning
behind the work. This activity encourages students to appreciate diverse
perspectives while enhancing their public speaking skills.

Self-Assessment and
Reflection

At the end of the course, students will complete a self-assessment rubric that
evaluates their personal growth in creativity, collaboration, and critical thinking.
This reflective practice allows students to assess their development and identify
areas for continued improvement.

Content Standards

Ohio’s Learning Standards for Fine Arts: Visual Arts

Ohio SEL Standards Alignment for Typical Students (Peer Models)

Social Awareness Peer models will learn to recognize and respect the perspectives and feelings of
others, particularly those with exceptionalities.

Relationship Skills Students will strengthen their ability to build relationships, communicate
effectively, and resolve conflicts as they work with their peers on collaborative art
projects.
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Responsible
Decision-Making

Peer models will make responsible decisions, considering the well-being of others
and evaluating the impact of their creative and social choices.

Ohio Visual Art Standards Alignment for Students with Exceptionalities

Visual Art Creation Students with exceptionalities will engage in exploration and experimentation,
generating original artworks that express their thoughts and feelings. They will
evaluate sources, explore artistic problems, and create artwork in an ethical and
inclusive way.

Visual Art
Communication

This course provides students with exceptionalities opportunities to express
themselves visually and verbally. They will improve their vocabulary and
participate in critiques, which will help develop both their communication and art
criticism skills.

Visual Art Collaboration Collaborating with typical students, students with exceptionalities will work on
integrating design elements into their art while reflecting on their progress through
self-assessment. This builds their teamwork skills and artistic knowledge.

Understanding and
Applying Cultural
Contexts

Through exposure to diverse perspectives, students with exceptionalities will learn
to appreciate and reflect on different cultural contexts. This promotes empathy,
social responsibility, and cultural awareness.

Visual Art Critique
Participating in critique sessions will help students with exceptionalities think
critically about their work and others' art. They will explore different artistic
solutions, sharpening their problem-solving abilities.

Art History and
Appreciation

Students with exceptionalities will explore the history of art and its role in society.
This knowledge will help them understand the contributions of various artists and
appreciate art’s relevance in their everyday lives.

Personal Expression
through Art

This course encourages students with exceptionalities to find their artistic voices,
building confidence and a sense of identity. They will work towards creating a
portfolio of their best pieces, demonstrating their personal growth and artistic skill.

Scope and Sequence of Knowledge and Skills to Be Learned

Ohio SEL Standards Alignment for Typical Students (Peer Models)
First Quarter
A1. 3.D: Utilize appropriate time, place, or support systems to reflect on personal
emotions, independently, with a trusted adult or with peers.
Second Quarter
Third Quarter
Fourth Quarter
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Ohio Visual Art Standards Alignment for Students with Exceptionalities
First Quarter
HSP.1CR: Evaluate various sources for visual reference.
HSP.2CR: Explore multiple solutions to artistic problems.
HSP.3CR: Identify visual literacy strategies as a means to communicate concepts.
HSP.4CR: Create and share works of art ethically.
HSP.1RE: Increase relevant vocabulary to describe and analyze components related to
visual art.
Second Quarter
HSP.3RE: Utilize art criticism methods when responding to works of art.
HSP.3PE: Integrate selected elements of art and principles of design to construct works of
art.
HSP.2RE: Engage with self-assessment to set and monitor goals to document personal
growth.
Third Quarter
HSP.1CO: Understand how works of art reflect diverse communities, viewpoints, and
perspectives.
HSP.4RE: Identify relationships between community or cultural values and trends in
visual art.
HSP.3RE: Utilize art criticism methods when responding to works of art.
HSP.2CR: Explore multiple solutions to artistic problems.
Fourth Quarter
HSP.2CO: Recognize contributions of the visual arts in everyday life.
HSP.4CO: Examine various aesthetic theories and visual culture.
HSP.1PE: Determine appropriate levels of artisanship through persistence.
HSP.4PE: Select works of art for a foundational portfolio.
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