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Instructional & Curricular Philosophy
The curriculum and instruction of the Brecksville Broadview Heights City School District
will provide an educational program to assist all students to realize their potential to make
a positive impact as contributing members of a global society. Both the curriculum and the
instructional process reflect that each student is a unique individual and learner.

Students are prepared for their futures through strong curriculum and instructional
practices instilling the competencies of Emotionally-Prepared, Future-Ready,
Globally-Responsible, and Self-Reliant. In addition, all learners understand the outcomes of
Always Improving, Stronger Together, and Leave a Legacy stated in the district's culture
playbook. Additionally, the curriculum and instruction aims to achieve with all learners the
Culture Playbook outcomes Always Improving, Stronger Together and Leave a Legacy.

Students are at the center of all we do in the Brecksville Broadview Heights City School
District. We practice standards-driven curriculum and instruction in all content areas:

● We anchor all learning in Ohio’s learning standards.

● We utilize data-driven, evidence-based instruction and decision making.

● We utilize assessments directly aligned to Ohio’s learning standards to collect data
on student growth and mastery, adjusting and adapting instruction to meet the
learning needs of all students.

● We foster a culture of continuous growth in learning for both students and staff.

● We believe that learning is a lifelong pursuit and that everyone has the capacity to
grow and continually learn.

● We provide supportive learning environments that encourage active engagement,
curiosity, exploration, and rigorous levels of learning.
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Advanced Placement Human Geography

District Overview of Content

In AP Human Geography, students will learn about the ways humans interact with the
Earth's surface and how those interactions shape societies and environments. They’ll
explore patterns like where people live, how communities are organized, and the
environmental impacts of human activities. Students will use tools and concepts
geographers use, such as mapping and landscape analysis, to better understand these
patterns.

The course is similar to a college-level human or cultural geography class and focuses on
big themes rather than specific regions. Topics include economic geography (how
economies shape and are shaped by locations), cultural geography (how cultures spread
and influence each other), political geography (how political boundaries and
governments affect people and spaces), and urban geography (how cities develop and
function).

The course takes a problem-solving approach, encouraging students to look at real-world
examples from around the globe. They’ll examine historical and current issues like
globalization (how cultures and economies are becoming more connected), colonialism
(how past colonization still affects today’s world), and human-environment relationships.
These case studies help students understand complex global patterns and the world they
live in today.

The three big ideas that serve as the foundation of the course are:
● Patterns and spatial organization
● Impacts and interactions
● Spatial process and societal change

The AP Human Geography overview is paraphrased from the course and exam description

Materials

Textbook - Suggested Text: (Hildebrant, Barbara, Max Lu, Kenneth Keller, and Roderick P.
Neumann. Human Geography for the AP Course. New York, NY: Bedford, Freeman and Worth,
2021.
AP Classroom
Videos
Instructional documents

Assessments

Formative assessments
Summative assessments
AP Exam
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Content Standards

College Board’s Standards for Advanced Placement Human Geography

Scope and Sequence of Knowledge and Skills to Be Learned

First Quarter
Unit I: Thinking Geographically

● 1.1 Introduction to Maps
● 1.2 Geographic Data
● 1.3 The Power of Geographic Data
● 1.4 Spatial Concepts
● 1.5 Human–Environmental Interaction
● 1.6 Scales of Analysis
● 1.7 Regional Analysis

Unit 2: Population and Migration Pattern Processes
● 2.1 Population Distribution
● 2.2 Consequences of Population Distribution
● 2.3 Population Composition
● 2.4 Population Dynamics
● 2.5 The Demographic Transition Model
● 2.6 Malthusian Theory
● 2.7 Population Policies
● 2.8 Women and Demographic Change
● 2.9 Aging Populations
● 2.10 Causes of Migration
● 2.11 Forced and Voluntary Migration
● 2.12 Effects of Migration

Second Quarter
Unit 3: Cultural Patterns and Processes

● 3.1 Introduction to Culture
● 3.2 Cultural Landscapes
● 3.3 Cultural Patterns
● 3.4 Types of Diffusion
● 3.5 Historical Causes of Diffusion
● 3.6 Contemporary Causes of Diffusion
● 3.7 Diffusion of Religion and Language
● 3.8 Effects of Diffusion

Unit 4: Political Patterns and Processes
● 4.1 Introduction to Political Geography
● 4.2 Political Processes
● 4.3 Political Power and Territoriality
● 4.4 Defining Political Boundaries
● 4.5 The Function of Political Boundaries
● 4.6 Internal Boundaries
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● 4.7 Forms of Governance
● 4.8 Defining Devolutionary Factors
● 4.9 Challenges to Sovereignty
● 4.10 Consequences of Centrifugal and Centripetal Forces

Third Quarter
Unit 5: Agriculture and Rural Land-Use Patterns and Processes

● 5.1 Introduction to Agriculture
● 5.2 Settlement Patterns and Survey Methods
● 5.3 Agricultural Origins and Diffusions
● 5.4 The Second Agricultural Revolution
● 5.5 The Green Revolution
● 5.6 Agricultural Production Regions
● 5.7 Spatial Organization of Agriculture
● 5.8 Von Thünen Model
● 5.9 The Global System of Agriculture
● 5.10 Consequences of Agricultural Practices
● 5.11 Challenges of Contemporary Agriculture
● 5.12 Women in Agriculture

Unit 6: Cities and Urban Land-Use Patterns and Processes
● 6.1 The Origin and Influences of Urbanization
● 6.2 Cities Across the World
● 6.3 Cities and Globalization
● 6.4 The Size and Distribution of Cities
● 6.5 The Internal Structure of Cities
● 6.6 Density and Land Use
● 6.7 Infrastructure
● 6.8 Urban Sustainability
● 6.9 Urban Data
● 6.10 Challenges of Urban Changes
● 6.11 Challenges of Urban Sustainability

Fourth Quarter
Unit 7: Industrial and Economic Development Patterns and Processes

● 7.1 The Industrial Revolution
● 7.2 Economic Sectors and Patterns
● 7.3 Measures of Development
● 7.4 Women and Economic Development
● 7.5 Theories of Development
● 7.6 Trade and the World Economy
● 7.7 Changes as a Result of the World Economy
● 7.8 Sustainable Development
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