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Instructional & Curricular Philosophy
The curriculum and instruction of the Brecksville Broadview Heights City School District
will provide an educational program to assist all students to realize their potential to make
a positive impact as contributing members of a global society. Both the curriculum and the
instructional process reflect that each student is a unique individual and learner.

Students are prepared for their futures through strong curriculum and instructional
practices instilling the competencies of Emotionally-Prepared, Future-Ready,
Globally-Responsible, and Self-Reliant. In addition, all learners understand the outcomes of
Always Improving, Stronger Together, and Leave a Legacy stated in the district's culture
playbook. Additionally, the curriculum and instruction aims to achieve with all learners the
Culture Playbook outcomes Always Improving, Stronger Together and Leave a Legacy.

Students are at the center of all we do in the Brecksville Broadview Heights City School
District. We practice standards-driven curriculum and instruction in all content areas:

● We anchor all learning in Ohio’s learning standards.

● We utilize data-driven, evidence-based instruction and decision making.

● We utilize assessments directly aligned to Ohio’s learning standards to collect data
on student growth and mastery, adjusting and adapting instruction to meet the
learning needs of all students.

● We foster a culture of continuous growth in learning for both students and staff.

● We believe that learning is a lifelong pursuit and that everyone has the capacity to
grow and continually learn.

● We provide supportive learning environments that encourage active engagement,
curiosity, exploration, and rigorous levels of learning.
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Honors Video Production

District Overview of Content

Journalism and Video production is a course designed to explore the facets of both video
journalism as well as video production. Students experience a diverse framework of ideas
while learning how to produce broadcast journalism through the creation of the high
school announcements, as well as producing longer term documentaries that run the
course of a semester. Additionally, students learn the skills of how to produce a variety of
different film styles including, but not limited to, suspense films, commercials and
marketing, social media and content creation, and more. Throughout this process
students learn the skills of writing, editing using different content creation platforms,
shot composition, lighting, sound editing, narration, voiceover, and more. The honors
section of this course will focus more specifically on creating professional content.
Students will produce advertisements, media, and other products for the school. This will
mimic career responsibilities of journalistic as well as creative content creators. These
videos will include documentaries, advertisements, promotions and more. The goal of the
honors course is to give students hands-on, real world experience which builds a
practical portfolio for students going forward into college and careers. Students are
expected to produce professional quality work that can be consistently published to the
community, as well as used for resumes and portfolios.

All of these skills are taught through the framework of the Ohio English Language
Arts standards as this is an English Elective. Students practice writing standards,
communication standards, as well as literature and informational standards as students
study and examine high quality examples of each unit’s content. In this elective, students
learn to take English Language Arts skills and use and present them in a practical and
career driven way. These skills directly relate to a variety of professions that are creative,
journalistic, business related and more. Students also learn elements of media law so that
they understand how to work responsibly with journalism and media creation. Students
are expected to scaffold their understanding and work with a superior understanding of
these standards. Students’ work should be concise and engaging, showing an
understanding of interpersonal communication and depth in skill of multimedia
presentations.

This course aims to equip students with the skills necessary to produce compelling and
informative video journalism as well as creative and business driven film pieces.
Students will learn about the principles of journalism, video production techniques, and
how to effectively communicate complex ideas through multimedia formats. Emphasis
will be placed on research, writing, collaboration, and presentation skills. Student work is
expected to be consistently published to the public and be at or near professional levels
for each of these principles.

Course Objectives:
● Develop an understanding of journalistic principles and ethics.
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● Learn video production techniques including filming, editing, and
post-production.

● Refine writing skills to convey complex ideas clearly and accurately in video
scripts.

● Conduct research to gather relevant information frommultiple sources.
● Analyze diverse perspectives and synthesize information for balanced reporting.
● Collaborate effectively in group discussions and projects.
● Present information persuasively through video presentations.
● Utilize digital media to enhance the clarity and impact of presentations.
● Consistently publish advertisements, promotions, documentaries, and other

media to the community.
Some of the above information was paraphrased and derived from ChatGPT

based on the appropriate standards and course materials.

Materials

Cameras (e.g., DSLR or mirrorless cameras, camcorders)
Already secured in inventory
Tripods
Already secured in inventory
Microphones (e.g., lavaliers, shotgun mics, handheld)
Already secured in inventory
Audio Recorders (e.g., Zoom H5 or similar)
Already secured in inventory
Lighting Kits (e.g., softboxes, LED panels, reflectors)
Already secured in inventory
Green Screen (for chroma key work)
Already secured in inventory
Cables and Adapters (HDMI, XLR, USB-C, etc.)
Already secured in inventory
SD Cards (with sufficient storage)
Already secured in inventory
Computer/Editing Stations (with video editing software available in current BBHHS
Computer Lab)

Assessments

Summative Assessments
Formative Assessments
Project Based Content Creation

Content Standards

Ohio’s Learning Standards for English Language Arts
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Scope and Sequence of Knowledge and Skills to Be Learned

First Quarter
● W.11-12.8 - Gather relevant information frommultiple authoritative print and

digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and
limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding
plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format
for citation.

● W.11-12.9 - Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support
analysis, reflection, and research.

○ a. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate
knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early twentieth-century
foundational works of American literature, including how two or more
diverse texts from the same period treat similar themes and/or topics”).

○ b. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g.,
“Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the
application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning [e.g., in
U.S. Supreme Court Case majority opinions and dissents] and the premises,
purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy [e.g., The Federalist,
presidential addresses]”).

● W.11-12.10 - Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research,
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two)
for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

● SL.11-12.1 - Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on
grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly and persuasively.

○ d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments,
claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions
when possible; and determine what additional information or research is
required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.

● SL.11-12.2 - Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed
decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each
source and noting any discrepancies among the data.

● SL.11-12.3 - Evaluate a speaker’s perspective, reasoning, and use of evidence and
rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of
emphasis, and tone used.

Second Quarter
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● W.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective
selection, organization, and analysis of content.

○ a. Establish a clear and thorough thesis to present and explain information.

○ b. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so
that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified
whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables),
and multimedia to aid comprehension, if needed.

○ c. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and
relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other
information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the
topic.

○ d. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among
complex ideas and concepts.

○ e. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such
as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.

○ f. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending
to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

○ g. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and
supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating
implications or the significance of the topic).

● W.11-12.4 - Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3
above.)

● W.11-12.5 - Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should
demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades
11–12.)

● W.11-12.6 - Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including
new arguments or information.

● SL.11-12.6 - Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 11–12
Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)

Third Quarter

Brecksville-Broadview Heights City Schools | 9



● RI.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the
text leaves matters uncertain.

● RI.11-12.2 Analyze informational text development.

○ a. Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development
over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another.

○ b. Craft an informative abstract that delineates how the central ideas of a text
interact and build on one another.

● RI.11-12.3 Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific
individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.

● RI.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and
refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison
defines faction in Federalist No. 10).

● RI.11-12.5 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or
her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear,
convincing, and engaging.

● RI.11-12.6 Determine an author’s perspective or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is
particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power,
persuasiveness, or beauty of the text.

● RI.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different
media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a
question or solve a problem.

Fourth Quarter
● W.11-12.7 - Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a

question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject,
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

● SL.11-12.4 - Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a
clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning,
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization,
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a
range of formal and informal tasks.

● SL.11-12.5 - Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio,
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of
findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
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