
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

This Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) is made and entered into by and between

SPECIAL OLYMPICS OHIO and. Brecksville Broadview Heights City School District .

Purpose

The purpose of this MOA is to clearly detail Unified Champion Schools programming requirements for participating

schools and the committed support of Special Olympics Ohio through Unified Champion Schools grant funding.

What is Unified Champion Schools?

The Special Olympics Unified Champion Schools program is aimed at promoting social inclusion through intentionally

planned and implemented activities affecting systems-wide change. With sports as the foundation, the three

component model offers a unique combination of effective activities that equip young people with tools and training

to create sports, classroom and school climates of acceptance. These are school climates where students with

disabilities feel welcome and are routinely included in, and feel a part of, all activities, opportunities and functions.

Funding Support

Special Olympics Ohio receives support from the United States Department of Education's Office of Special Education

Programs through Special Olympics North America, in addition to local funding from corporations, individual donors, and

community groups. Special Olympics Ohio is able to provide the following support to schools as they begin Unified

Champion School Programming:

1st year of programming:

● Special Olympics Ohio staff support and training, provided at no cost to the school, to support the

implementation of an Inclusive Youth Leadership team, three Whole-School Engagement activities, and

Unified Sports

● Ongoing in-person and virtual support and training for Inclusive Youth Leadership teams

● Networking and training opportunities for educators and coaches

● Assistance with implementing turnkey fund-raising opportunities for school’s Unified Champion Schools

programs

● Leadership in planning and implementing interscholastic Unified Sports competitions within the school’s

region

● Participation in statewide and regional leadership summits for youth and educators

● Direct funding of program supplies, with up to $250 dedicated to supporting the Inclusive Youth Leadership

team’s work, $225 to support Whole-School Engagement, and the following support for Unified Sports and

Clubs: $550 per new sport, $200 for growing an existing sport, $125 for Unified Fitness, $250 for Young

Athletes (elementary school only), and $800 for Unified Playground (elementary and middle school only).

● Availability of additional funds (up to $1,000) in competitive Unified Dream Grants to support Inclusive Youth

Leadership Team’s innovative plans to grow inclusion in their schools (subject to school’s participation in

fund-raising opportunities)



● Benefits of all community partnerships developed between Special Olympics Ohio and partners in the school

communities (i.e. YMCA events, professional sports partners, etc.)

● Participation in regional, state, and national Unified sports competitions, for schools that qualify

2nd year of programming:

● All of the above commitments, with a modified commitment for Unified Sports; Year 2 schools will be

supported in adding a new Unified sports season with up to $650 in program supplies

3rd year of programming:

● The goal is for schools to be self-sustaining at this point

● Assistance with implementing turnkey fund-raising opportunities for school’s Unified Champion Schools

programs

● Availability of additional funds (up to $1,000) in competitive Unified Dream Grants to support Inclusive Youth

Leadership Team’s innovative plans to grow inclusion in their schools (subject to school’s participation in

fund-raising opportunities and availability of additional contributions secured by Special Olympics Ohio for

this purpose)

● Schools that achieve National Banner School status will be supported financially by Special Olympics Ohio to

celebrate the achievement in their school communities

Program Requirements

In order to receive this funding, schools must agree to participate in the following program components:

Inclusive Youth Leadership

● Have a designated advisor of existing or newly developed Inclusive Youth Leadership club complete

advisor training

● Hold monthly meetings with Inclusive Youth Leadership team to plan activities and events in support of

schools Unified Sports teams, bullying prevention, inclusion or other ways to improve school climate and

have teams participate in quarterly statewide virtual meet-ups with teams from all schools

● Attend state and/or regional Youth and Educator Leadership Summits

Whole-School Engagement

● Develop and implement a plan to maximize whole school impact through any of the following means:

o Participate in two Whole-School Engagement opportunities presented by Special Olympics Ohio

(out of four opportunities given)

o Develop a school-specific whole-school assembly, event, or celebration to support/recognize

Unified Sports participants or promote/recognize students embodying inclusivity (for a total of

three Whole-School Engagement opportunities)

o Notify Special Olympics Ohio of all activities via the Ohio’s UCS Team Portal



Unified Sports and Clubs

● Unified Sports coaches meet all Unified Champion Schools requirements for certification

● Unified Sports coaches attend pre- and post-season coaches meetings

● Schools participate in at least one complete Unified Sports season, from preseason practices and/or

scrimmages through culminating/post season tournament event

Administration

● Submit completed and signed MOA

● Submit completed application in Ohio’s UCS Team Portal

● Complete online end of year program survey, administered by the Center for Social Development and

Education at the University of Massachusetts- Boston

● Work with Special Olympics Ohio staff to secure materials necessary for implementing programs

● Schedule, roster, and report all required information in Ohio’s UCS Team Portal

By entering into this agreement, Special Olympics Ohio agrees to provide initial funding at above mentioned levels to

Brecksville Broadview Heights High School/Middle School to help establish Unified Champion Schools programming that

meets all of the outlined requirements.

Brecksville Broadview Heights High School/Middle School Special Olympics Ohio
Brecksville Broadview Heights City School District Unified Champion Schools
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______________________________________ ____________________________________
Name Name

______________________________________ ____________________________________
Title Title


