4511.75 Stopping for stopped school bus.

(A) The driver of a vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley upon meeting or overtaking from either
direction any school bus stopped for the purpose of receiving or discharging any school child,
person attending programs offered by community boards of mental health and county boards of
developmental disabilities, or child attending a program offered by a head start agency, shall stop
at least ten feet from the front or rear of the school bus and shall not proceed until such school
bus resumes motion, or until signaled by the school bus driver to proceed.

It is no defense to a charge under this division that the school bus involved failed to display or be
equipped with an automatically extended stop warning sign as required by division (B) of this
section.

(B) Every school bus shall be equipped with amber and red visual signals meeting the requirements
of section 4511.771 of the Revised Code, and an automatically extended stop warning sign of a
type approved by the state board of education, which shall be actuated by the driver of the bus
whenever but only whenever the bus is stopped or stopping on the roadway for the purpose of
receiving or discharging school children, persons attending programs offered by community boards
of mental health and county boards of developmental disabilities, or children attending programs
offered by head start agencies. A school bus driver shall not actuate the visual signals or the stop
warning sign in designated school bus loading areas where the bus is entirely off the roadway or
at school buildings when children or persons attending programs offered by community boards of
mental health and county boards of developmental disabilities are loading or unloading at curbside
or at buildings when children attending programs offered by head start agencies are loading or
unloading at curbside. The visual signals and stop warning sign shall be synchronized or otherwise
operated as required by rule of the board.

(C) Where a highway has been divided into four or more traffic lanes, a driver of a vehicle,
streetcar, or trackless trolley need not stop for a school bus approaching from the opposite
direction which has stopped for the purpose of receiving or discharging any school child, persons
attending programs offered by community boards of mental health and county boards of
developmental disabilities, or children attending programs offered by head start agencies. The
driver of any vehicle, streetcar, or trackless trolley overtaking the school bus shall comply with
division (A) of this section.

(D) School buses operating on divided highways or on highways with four or more traffic lanes
shall receive and discharge all school children, persons attending programs offered by community
boards of mental health and county boards of developmental disabilities, and children attending
programs offered by head start agencies on their residence side of the highway.

(E) No school bus driver shall start the driver's bus until after any child, person attending programs
offered by community boards of mental health and county boards of developmental disabilities, or
child attending a program offered by a head start agency who may have alighted therefrom has
reached a place of safety on the child's or person's residence side of the road.

(F)

(1) Whoever violates division (A) of this section may be fined an amount not to exceed five hundred
dollars. A person who is issued a citation for a violation of division (A) of this section is not
permitted to enter a written plea of guilty and waive the person's right to contest the citation in a
trial but instead must appear in person in the proper court to answer the charge.
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(2) In addition to and independent of any other penalty provided by law, the court or mayor may
impose upon an offender who violates this section a class seven suspension of the offender's
driver's license, commercial driver's license, temporary instruction permit, probationary license, or
nonresident operating privilege from the range specified in division (A)(7) of section 4510.02 of
the Revised Code. When a license is suspended under this section, the court or mayor shall cause
the offender to deliver the license to the court, and the court or clerk of the court immediately
shall forward the license to the registrar of motor vehicles, together with notice of the court's
action.

(G) As used in this section:
(1) "Head start agency" has the same meaning as in section 3301.32 of the Revised Code.

(2) "School bus," as used in relation to children who attend a program offered by a head start
agency, means a bus that is owned and operated by a head start agency, is equipped with an
automatically extended stop warning sign of a type approved by the state board of education, is
painted the color and displays the markings described in section 4511.77 of the Revised Code, and
is equipped with amber and red visual signals meeting the requirements of section 4511.771 of
the Revised Code, irrespective of whether or not the bus has fifteen or more children aboard at
any time. "School bus" does not include a van owned and operated by a head start agency,
irrespective of its color, lights, or markings.

Amended by 128th General Assemblych.9, SB 79, §1, eff. 10/6/2009.

Effective Date: 07-01-2004; 06-30-2005

4511.094 Signs required for photo-monitoring
devices.

(A) No local authority shall use traffic law photo-monitoring devices to detect or enforce any traffic
law violation until after it has done both of the following:

(1) Erected signs on every highway that is not a freeway that is part of the state highway system
and that enters that local authority informing inbound traffic that the local authority utilizes traffic
law photo-monitoring devices to enforce traffic laws;

(2) Beginning on the effective date of this amendment, erected signs at each fixed system location
informing motorists that a traffic law photo-monitoring device is present at the location.

The local authority shall erect the signs within the first three hundred feet of the boundary of the
local authority or within three hundred feet of the fixed system location, as applicable. If the signs
cannot be located within the first three hundred feet of the boundary of the local authority or within
three hundred feet of the fixed system location, the local authority shall erect the signs as close
to that distance as possible. If a particular highway enters and exits the territory of a local authority
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multiple times, the local authority shall erect the signs as required by division (A)(1) of this section
at the locations in each direction of travel where inbound traffic on the highway first enters the
territory of the local authority and is not required to erect additional signs along such highway
each time the highway reenters the territory of the local authority. The local authority is responsible
for all costs associated with the erection, maintenance, and replacement, if necessary, of the signs.
The local authority shall ensure that all signs erected under this division conform in size, color,
location, and content to standards contained in the manual adopted by the department of
transportation pursuant to section 4511.09 of the Revised Code and shall remain in place for as
long as the local authority utilizes traffic law photo-monitoring devices to enforce any traffic law.

(B) A ticket issued by or on behalf of the local authority for any traffic law violation based upon
evidence recorded by a traffic law photo-monitoring device is invalid under the following
circumstances:

(1) If the ticket was issued after March 12, 2009, but before the signs required under division
(A)(1) of this section were erected ;

(2) If the ticket was issued after the effective date of this amendment but before the signs required
under division (A)(2) of this section were erected.

However, if a local authority is in substantial compliance with the requirements of division (A)(1)
or (2) of this section, as applicable, a ticket issued by the local authority under sections 4511.096
to 4511.0912 of the Revised Code is valid.

(C) A local authority is deemed to be in substantial compliance with the requirement of division
(A)(1) or (2) of this section, as applicable, to erect the advisory signs if the authority does both of
the following:

(1) First erects all signs as required by division (A)(1) or (2) of this section, as applicable, and
subsequently maintains and replaces the signs as needed so that at all times at least ninety per
cent of the required signs are in place and functional;

(2) Annually documents and upon request certifies its compliance with division (C)(1) of this
section.

(D) A local authority that uses traffic law photo-monitoring devices to detect or enforce any traffic
law violation at an intersection where traffic is controlled by traffic control signals that exhibit
different colored lights or colored lighted arrows shall time the operation of the yellow lights and
yellow arrows of those traffic control signals so that the steady yellow indication exceeds by one
second the minimum duration for yellow indicators at similar intersections as established by the
provisions of the manual adopted by the department of transportation under section 4511.09 of
the Revised Code.

Amended by 130th General Assembly File No. TBD, SB 342, §1, eff. 3/23/2015.

Effective Date: 2008 HB30 09-12-2008

4511.095 Prerequisites for deployment of
device.
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(A) Prior to deploying any traffic law photo-monitoring device, a local authority shall do all of the
following:

(1) Conduct a safety study of intersections or locations under consideration for placement of fixed
traffic law photo-monitoring devices. The study shall include an accounting of incidents that have
occurred in the designated area over the previous three-year period and shall be made available
to the public upon request.

(2) Conduct a public information campaign to inform motor vehicle operators about the use of
traffic law photo-monitoring devices at system locations prior to establishing any of those
locations;

(3) Publish at least one notice in a local newspaper of general circulation that announces the local
authority's intent to utilize traffic law photo-monitoring devices, the locations of those devices, if
known, and the date on which the first traffic law photo-monitoring device will be operational;

(4) Refrain from levying any civil fines on any person found to have committed a traffic law violation
based upon evidence gathered by a fixed location traffic law photo-monitoring device until the local
authority observes a public awareness warning period of not less than thirty days prior to the first
issuance of any ticket based upon images recorded by the device. During the warning period, the
local authority shall take reasonable measures to inform the public of the location of the device
and the date on which tickets will be issued for traffic law violations based upon evidence gathered
by the device. A warning notice may be sent to violators during the public awareness warning
period.

(B)

(1) A local authority that deploys its first traffic law photo-monitoring device after the effective
date of this section shall do so only after complying with division (A) of this section. If such a local
authority thereafter wishes to deploy an additional traffic law photo-monitoring device, the local
authority shall comply with that division prior to deploying the additional device.

A local authority that is operating or has operated on its behalf a traffic law photo-monitoring
device on the effective date of this section may continue to operate the device after that date
without the need to comply with division (A) of this section. However, if such a local authority
wishes to deploy an additional traffic law photo-monitoring device after the effective date of this
section, the local authority shall comply with division (A) of this section prior to deploying the
additional device.

(2) All tickets that result from evidence recorded by a traffic law photo-monitoring device and that
are issued prior to the effective date of this section by or on behalf of a local authority may be
processed and adjudicated in accordance with the rules and procedures that were in effect for such
tickets prior to the effective date of this section. On and after the effective date of this section, no
ticket for a traffic law violation that is based upon evidence recorded by a traffic law photo-
monitoring device shall be processed and adjudicated in any manner other than in accordance with
sections 4511.096 to 4511.0912 of the Revised Code.

Added by 130th General Assembly File No. TBD, SB 342, §1, eff. 3/23/2015.

4511.096 Examination of evidence.



(A) A law enforcement officer employed by a local authority utilizing a traffic law photo-monitoring
device shall examine evidence of alleged traffic law violations recorded by the device to determine
whether such a violation has occurred. If the image recorded by the traffic law photo-monitoring
device shows such a violation, contains the date and time of the violation, and shows the letter
and numerals on the license plate of the vehicle involved as well as the state that issued the license
plate, the officer may use any lawful means to identify the registered owner.

(B) The fact that a person or entity is the registered owner of a motor vehicle is prima facie
evidence that that person or entity is the person who was operating the vehicle at the time of the
traffic law violation.

(C) Within thirty days of the traffic law violation, the local authority or its designee may issue and
send by regular mail a ticket charging the registered owner with the violation. The ticket shall
comply with section 4511.097 of the Revised Code. If the local authority mails a ticket charging
the registered owner with the violation, the local authority shall file a certified copy of the ticket
with the municipal court or county court with jurisdiction over the civil action.

(D) A certified copy of the ticket alleging a traffic law violation, sworn to or affirmed by a law
enforcement officer employed by the local authority, including by electronic means, and the
recorded images produced by the traffic law photo-monitoring device, is prima facie evidence of
the facts contained therein and is admissible in a civil action or proceeding concerning the ticket
issued under this section.

Amended by 133rd General Assembly File No. TBD, HB 62, §101.01, eff. 7/3/2019.

Added by 130th General Assembly File No. TBD, SB 342, §1, eff. 3/23/2015.
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