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Program Mission: 

The mission of the International Cultural Exchange Program is to promote 

global citizenship within the Brecksville and Broadview Heights communities, to 

foster an appreciation for travel and other cultures in the youth of our 

communities, and for students of the BBHCSD Spanish program to utilize their 

Spanish language skills in a real-world setting. 

 

Program Description: 

The International Cultural Exchange Program will be a biennial event with 

students from Colegio Bilingue Atalaya traveling to Broadview Heights, Ohio, USA in 

August of every odd year and students from BBHHS traveling to Estepona, Spain in 

June of every even year. Students of both groups will travel and tour major cultural 

sites within the cities and countries of destination before arriving  and staying with 

families residing within the school district and attending the aforementioned 

institutions. While staying with resident families, students will engage in excursions 

in and around the city of residence, as well as attend school with their host-student 

to experience what typical education is like in a different country. Students will 

travel with adult staff who are directly involved in the Spanish language program or 

in the exchange at a ratio of 1 adult per 7 students with no more than 10 students 

per staff member. Travel expenses of chaperones will be split among the travelling 

students. Students of both groups will be traveling outside of their respective 

school year so as to not miss instructional time. Social functions will also be 

planned outside of school time to engage all families and all family members 

involved in the exchange and for visiting students to experience the social aspect of 

the resident culture. 

 

Educational Impact: 

The entire student body of BBHHS will have the chance to interact with 

individuals from a different culture, who speak a different language, and can offer a 

different perspective of the world. They will reap the many benefits of broadening 

one’s experiences and gain more appreciation for multicultural diversity. Students 
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who are directly involved with the exchange and are enrolled in BBHHS Spanish 

courses will exponentially increase their language skills as they experience using 

them in a real-world setting with native speakers. Students are unable to earn any 

high school credit through participating in the program due to its voluntary nature. 

 

Responsibilities of Brecksville-Broadview Heights City School District (BBHCSD): 

A. The visiting Spanish students will come to school with their American host in 

the same manner that their host does. This could add additional students to 

some bus routes, though the majority of the American host students provide 

their own transportation. 

B. The visiting students will be taking field trips around the area requiring the 

use of district school busses.  

C. Meetings and gatherings in association with the exchange program in 

preparation for, during, or after the exchange, will take place on school 

property. 

D. All parties will be informed orally and in writing that the decision to cancel or                             

postpone the trip due to currently unforeseen circumstances rests with the                     

Superintendent and the Board of Education, and the Board will not                     

reimburse any deposits lost due to such cancellation.  

E. The Board of Education is not expected to expend any funds in the sending                           

and receiving of students to other countries. Parents and students will be                       

responsible for all costs associated with this program. The Board will not be                         

responsible for reimbursing any deposits lost due to cancellation.  
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Calendar of travel: 

 

Map of travel: 
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Overview of Gala Internacional tour company: 

Gala Internacional is an educational tour company based out of Spain with                       

30 years of experience in educational courses abroad for secondary students in                       

several Spanish cities as well as educational tours for school groups, also                       

throughout Spain. In regards to student travel tours as stated on their website: “​We                           

cover every aspect involved in the trip: accommodation; cultural, sporting and leisure                       

activities; Spanish classes; transport and guide services. Our goal is to ensure that the                           

trip is a unique and rewarding experience for the whole group.”                       

http://www.galainternacional.com/ 

 

Itinerary Proposed by Gala Internacional: 

Tuesday 6/9/2020  

Arrival in Madrid 

Check-in at the youth hostel 

Dinner  

Wednesday 6/10/2020  

We start with a guided walking tour of old Madrid with a stroll around 

Puerta del Sol, the Plaza Mayor, the Teatro Real, the Palacio Real and the 

“Jardines de Oriente”. After a picnic lunch in the Sabatini Gardens, 

students will visit the Royal Palace.  

Thursday 6/11/2020  

Visit of the Prado museum which houses a stunning art collection, 

including masterworks by Velázquez and Goya amongst many others. After 

a picnic lunch in the Retiro Park students will do a guided visit of “La Plaza 

de Toros” y “Las Ventas”.  

Friday 6/12/2020  

10h : Journey by train to Barcelona, arrival around 13h. 

Check-in at youth hostel. 

After lunch, we will take a stroll down the Ramblas, popping into the 

Boquería Market, before reaching the Barceloneta district and its beaches. 

5 

http://www.galainternacional.com/


  

Saturday 6/13/2020  

We will begin the day by discovering the city’s unique Modernist 

architecture in some of its most representative buildings on Passeig de 

Gràcia main street: Casa Lleó Morera and Casa Amatller, and Gaudí’s Casa 

Batlló and La Pedrera. We then head for the Sagrada Familia church with 

audio-guide. After a picnic lunch, we will visit Park Güell. And we will finish 

the day at a Flamenco show.  

Sunday 6/14/2020  

A treasure hunt around the Gothic Quarter, a fun way of discovering this 

ancient part of the city by answering questions and solving puzzles, with a 

prize for the winning team! After the picnic lunch a Boat Tour with “Las 

Golondrinas” to discover Barcelona from the sea.  

Monday 6/15/2020 

Journey to Málaga, then by private bus to Estepona.  

 
 
Insurance information at a glance: 

Overview ​: 

-Sanitary transport                                                                       Unlimited 

-Expenses of repatriation                                                                       Unlimited 

-Displacement of a relative  by hospitalization     Unlimited 

-Return for serious loss like hospitalization of a relative              Unlimited 

- ​Accommodation expenses for the relative in case of hospitalization​        100€/day x 10 

-Luggage  500 € 

-Luggage delay  150 € 

-Accidents  10,000 € 

-Private civil liability  100,000 € 

-Legal assistance  5,000 € 

-Medical expenses  75,000 € 
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Pricing information: 
Prices quoted below depend on several factors including: 

1.) Number of students travelling (for initial estimates group rates were calculated 
for 14 students and 2 chaperones) 

2.) Price of airfare at the time of purchase 
3.) The exchange rate of the US Dollar to Euro at the time of purchase 

 
Price for pre-homestay travel (Madrid and Barcelona) 
As quoted by Gala Internacional: 

For a group of  10+2 : 1,126 €/Student = 11,260 € for the group 
For a group of  11+2 : 1,094 €/Student = 12,034 € for the group 
For a group of 12+2 : 1,068 €/Student = 12,816 € for the group 
For a group of 13+2 : 1,046 €/Student = 13,598 € for the group 
For a group of 14+2 : 1,027 €/Student = 14,378 € for the group 
  

Price for travel insurance 
As quoted by MAPFRE: 

For a group of 10+2 : 96,34 € /Student = 963,40 € for the group 
 
*The insurance pricing per student is inversely correlated with the number of 
students travelling, therefore the more students that travel, the cost will go down. 
 
All above pricing for Gala Internacional itinerary and services and MAPFRE 
insurance ​curated by Gala Internacional Manager and Coordinator Geneviève Segret. 
 
Price for flights  

- Delta Airlines estimate: $1,214.20/person (quoted on September 12, 2019) 
- American Airlines estimate: $1,329.22/person (quoted on September 12, 2019) 
- United Airlines estimate: $1,811.25/person (quoted October 25, 2019) 

 
Price for proposed excursions in Estepona 

- Mezquita of Córdoba & gardens + lunch in neighboring restaurant: 15.25 
€/person 

- Cheese-Making Tour & class at Quesería Sierra Crestellina: 22.50 €/person 
(based off of 14 students + 2 chaperones, cost lowers with more participants) 

- Baelo Claudia Archeological Museum: 1.50 €/person 
- Andalusian Cooking Class: 10 €/person 
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TOTAL (rough estimate)​: ~$2,642.53/person 
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Translation of insurance breakdown: 
 

1. Coverage of travel assistance 
a. Medical assistance for illness or accident of the insured outside of 

their country of residence (limit 75,000 €) 
b. Dental expenses (limit 500 €) 
c. Travel of caregiver of the insured in the event of hospitalization - 2 

people 
d. Accommodations for caregiver of insured in the event of 

hospitalization - 2 people - up to 100 €/day - maximum 10 days (limit 
1,000 €) 

e. Medical assistance of the caregiver of the insured in the event of 
hospitalization (limit 75,000 €) 

f. Transfer or repatriation of the insured in the event of hospitalization 
g. Prolongation of the stay of the insured due to illness or accident - up 

to 100 €/day - maximum 10 days (limit 1,000 €) 
h. Delivery of medications 
i. Transfer or sanitary repatriation, in the case of illness or accident of 

the travelling insured 
j. Transfer or repatriation of the insured caregivers of the insured who is 

ill or in an accident 
k. Transfer or repatriation of the insured caregivers who are minors or 

incapacitated of the insured traveller who is ill or in an accident 
l. Transfer or repatriation in the event of death 
m. Transfer or repatriation of the insured caregivers of the deceased 
n. Transport or repatriation of minor and/or incapacitated insured 

caregivers of the deceased 
o. Travel of the caregiver of the deceased - 2 people 
p. Accommodations of the caregiver of the deceased - 2 people - up to 

100 €/day - maximum 10 days (limit 1,000 €) 
q. Medical assistance of the caregiver of the deceased (limit 75,000 €) 
r. Transfer or repatriation of the caregiver of the deceased 
s. Early return of the insured due to the death of a family member 
t. Early return of the insured due to hospitalization of a family member 
u. Early return due to a serious accident in the insured’s country of 

residence or workplace 
v. Travel for trip continuation in the case of early return home of the 

insured 
w. Management and coordination of assistance services 
x. Transmission of urgent messages 
y. Telephonic simultaneous translation services in visiting country 
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z. General information 
aa. Travel of the insured for the attainment of the necessary 

documentation for travel outside of their country of residence 
bb.Accommodations of the insured for attainment of the necessary 

documentation for travel outside of their country of residence - up to 
100 €/day - maximum 5 days (limit 500 €) 

cc. Management of cash delivery in the visiting country (limit 1,500 €) 
dd.Compensation for the loss of classes - up to 50 €/day - maximum 10 

days (limit 500 €) 
2. Compensation coverage due to delay 

a. Delay of departure of air transport - up to 50 €/flight more than 6 
hours (limit 150 €) 

b. Delay in the return to country of residence (limit 100 €) 
c. Delay of trip due to overbooking of the flight (limit 100 €) 
d. Missing of connecting flights (limit 100 €) 

3. Coverage of baggage 
a. Compensation for total loss, theft, or external damage to checked 

baggage - carrier certified - for external damage of the checked 
baggage - limit 60 € - for total loss or theft of checked baggage (limit 
500 €) 

b. Compensation for theft of baggage turned over to the custody of the 
airline carrier (limit 500 €) 

c. Location and mailing of baggage and personal effects 
d. Compensation for delay of checked baggage - with original receipt and 

carrier certification - minimum 6 hours (limit 150 €) 
e. Delivery of essential items (limit 150 €) 

4. Coverage for trip cancellation or interruption costs 
a. Trip cancellation costs - except cruises (limit 1,500 €) 
b. Compensation for interruption of contracted trip (limit 1,500 €) 

5. Coverage for Unusual Circumstances 
a. Fees for cancellation - due to earthquake, tsunami, flood, volcanic 

eruption, cyclone, tornado, or falling meteorite - for final cancellation 
of flight or contracted passage by boat for the insured - due to delay 
more than 24 hours from the anticipated time of departure indicated 
on the passenger ticket - for quantities paid by the insured: 
accommodations, excursions, guide or interpretation services - limit 
1,000 € - for quantities paid by the insured: vehicle rental, tickets for 
train, plane, or ferry - limit 500 € - for quantities paid by the insured: 
professionals for family care or pet care - limit 250 € 

b. Costs incurred for the impossibility of return for the insured - cruise 
300 € - for final cancellation of flight or contracted passage by boat - 
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for a delay of more than 24 hours from the anticipated time of 
departure as indicated on the passenger ticket - for costs incurred for 
accommodations and maintenance paid in full by the insured - up to 
100 €/day - maximum 10 days - for transportation costs of 
train/plane/ferry or vehicle rental, paid for by the insured - limit 
1,000 € 

6. Coverage of personal accidents 
a. Compensation for accidental death of the travelling insured (limit 

10,000 €) 
b. Compensation for permanent disabling of the travelling insured 

according to scale (limit 10,000 €) 
7. Coverage of civil responsibility 

a. Private civil liability (limit 150,000 €) 
b. Civil liability of chaperones (limit 150,000 €) 

8. Coverage of legal assistance 
a. Advance payment of penalties in criminal proceedings due to a traffic 

accident outside of the country of residence - for legal costs and fees 
(limit 10,000 €)  
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